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Spring 
Poem by Resident Sheila 

Lawrence 

 

A modest snowdrop 

Hangs her head 

In the frozen  
Flower Bed 

 

And though the skies 
Are bleak and grey 

She tells that Spring  
Is on its way 

 

The biting east wind  
Might blow stronger 
But daylight hours 
Are growing longer  

 

A robin sings 
His cheerful song 
Knowing summer 

Won’t be long    
 

For round the corner waits the Spring 
To cast her spell on everything 

                          

   

House Hen Party  
and a 

 Wedding! 
 

Our Deputy House Manager Rachel got married at the end of March and the 
residents wanted to celebrate her tying the knot, so our House Manager Lucy 
suggested we throw her a Hen Party. However, the residents said they were too 
old for a Hen Party so the celebration was renamed an Old Ducks party! With 
over 350 years off marriage between them, the residents shared some top tips 
on wedded bliss and how to “keep Rachel’s husband-to-be-in order!’ 
 

 

Social but Safe 
 

For two years, the House and residents have been on a 
rollercoaster of Covid rules. Following the initial 
lockdown with no testing or vaccinations, news of how 
fatal Covid is to elderly people meant we had to bring in 
strict visiting rules. The warm spring of 2020 was 
literally a ray of sunshine for us, enabling us to meet 
outside a little more safely. The introduction of LFT 
testing was a relief as we had a certain amount of 
control over safe visiting. Our country's amazing 
scientists then introduced a vaccine which enabled us 
to welcome visitors to join the residents for coffee and 
lunches again. When local rates have surged, we have 
responded accordingly to keep everyone safe. With the 
residents’ spring boosters and continuing with visitor 
LFT testing, we are opening up for social events such 
as outings and welcoming back visitors for coffee, lunch 
and Scrabble/movie afternoons.  
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House  
Refurbishment 

 

The success of the WGC fundraising has meant 3 
projects have been completed earlier than planned, 
much to the pleasure of the residents. 
We have one en-suite completed, as well as a 
refurbished bathroom and the shower/wet-room. Once 
everyone has had some respite from building works, 
phase two of the en-suite shower development will 
start.  
Our residents seem happy! 
“I just enjoyed a lovely shower, it is all a huge success!” 

 
 

          
 

Cunningham House 
School Lane  

Pirbright 
GU24 0JN 

 
 YEE HAW!! 

WGC Line Dancing 
Fundraiser 

 

 

 

Our good friends at Worplesdon Golf Club held 
another fundraiser for Cunningham House when 
they invited members and friends to join in an 
afternoon of line dancing, tea and cake in the 
Club House. There was a definite Western theme 
as dancers donned their blue jeans, cowboy 
boots and Stetsons! Alan and members of the 
West End Line Dancing Club very generously 
donated their time and made sure we all kept in 
step with lively country music. We raised a total 
of £635 to be used for further house 
improvements. Special thanks go to Alan and his 
team, and to Lady Captain and long-standing 
volunteer Nicola Barker for organising such a 
fantastic afternoon. 
 
 

 

What Next? 
A Volunteer’s Story By Diana Standing  

 

What next, I asked myself?  
I’d recently retired and whilst busy I needed a new 
purpose in life. I wanted to use the skills I had to help 
others. But how?  
A friend from church told me about Cunningham House 
and suggested I become a volunteer. It seemed to be the 
answer, so I went along to meet the residents and have a 
look around to find out how I could help. I was struck by 
the friendly atmosphere and immediately felt that 
volunteering at Cunningham House was the “what next” 
for me. 
After visiting socially at coffee time to get to know the 
residents, staff and other volunteers, I soon decided to 
become more involved and proceeded to join the House 
Committee 
So, even if you only have a little time to spare, consider 
Cunningham House – pop in for a coffee and a chat.  
For further details ring Lucy on 01483 488751. 


